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Archival and Heritage Research Centre

Title:

Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Archival and Heritage Research Centre
Established on July 1, 1927, during British colonial rule, Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
University, formerly known as Agra University, stands as one of Asia's oldest
multidisciplinary and secular Western-style institutions, alongside the
Universities of Madras and Patna. It introduced a new paradigm in Indian higher
education, departing from traditional methods prevalent at the time. Initially
serving as an affiliating and examining body, it later embraced teaching and
research across various disciplines, paving the way for subsequent universities in

India.

The university's distinctiveness is further highlighted by its rich repository of
historical manuscripts, maps, and coins dating back to the 7th and 8th centuries,
including artifacts from the Mughal era. This extensive collection underscores the
Institution's commitment to preserving cultural heritage for nearly a century.
Manuscript preservation in India reflects a profound cultural and scholarly

tradition, spanning sacred texts, literature, scientific treatises, and philosophical
writings. Courses like “YI&TArE involve master's students in analyzing ancient

texts, aiding scholarly exploration

In September 2022, Hon’ble Chancellor Anandiben Patel's visit underscored the
importance of cultural preservation, education, and tourism for heritage sites. Her
advocacy shed light on the necessity of maintaining and showecasing historical
artifacts and traditions, enriching local communities, and fostering a deeper
appreciation for India's cultural heritage.
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Established in 2020 at Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Agra, the Kanhiyalal
Maniklal Munshi Museum of Manuscripts and Research Centre began acquiring
artifacts in July 2019 to preserve India's medieval knowledge. This cultural
endeavor sheds light on the diverse regional dynasties of the Rashtrakutas, Palas,

Pratiharas, Cholas, and Chalukyas, which greatly influenced India's heritage.

During this era, temple architecture flourished, evident in iconic structures like
the Khajuraho temples, Konark Sun Temple, and Brihadeshwara Temple. These
monuments not only served as places of worship but also as repositories of
knowledge, reflecting intricate designs and symbols conveying philosophical and
spiritual insights. Sculptures on temple walls depicted deities and mythological
narratives, showcasing India's rich artistic heritage and its deep-rooted connection
with spirituality. Concurrently, literature experienced a renaissance with
masterpieces like Kalidasa's "Shakuntala,” written in Sanskrit, Prakrit, and Tamil.
These works not only entertained but also transmitted profound philosophical and
ethical teachings, contributing to India's diverse intellectual landscape.
During this era, India's knowledge systems flourished, spanning philosophy,
astronomy, mathematics, medicine, and linguistics, highlighting its role as a

center of intellectual exploration and cultural exchange.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage:

The university's commitment to preserving ancient Indian culture and history is
evident, especially within the framework of the New Education Policy. It stands
poised to emerge as a nodal center for Indian knowledge systems, fostering
academic and research endeavors aimed at both traditional and contemporary
knowledge. By facilitating the understanding, validation, and propagation of
scientific and cultural knowledge, the university aligns with the mission of the
Ministry of Education, Government of India. Our aims are broadly to:

1. safeguard and preserve handwritten manuscripts and documents that hold

historical, cultural, religious and literary significance.
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2. educate the student and public about the historical and cultural importance of
manuscripts and the art of handwriting.

3. facilitate scholarly research on the content, history, and significance of the
manuscripts in the collection.

4. celebrate and promote the diversity of cultures and traditions represented in
the manuscript collection.

5. Curate exhibitions and events that highlight manuscripts from various
cultures, religions, and historical periods.

6. raise awareness and interest in manuscripts as valuable cultural artifacts.

7. leverage technology for the enhancement of visitor experiences and
manuscript preservation.

8. foster collaboration with other museums, institutions, and collectors.

9. provide internships to the students under IKS to expand the manuscripts

collections.

University has taken several initiatives to safeguard and promote handwritten
heritage, a manuscript museum as mentioned above is taking all measures to
protect manuscripts from deterioration and damage. Modern technologies will be
employed for digitization, creating digital archives for long-term preservation.
Educational programs, workshops and guided tours will be developed to engage
schools, colleges and the general public. Collaboration with educational
institutions are made to integrate manuscript studies into academic curricula.
Access is provided to researchers and scholars for in-depth study. Partnerships
with cultural organizations having in depth knowledge on museum and
conservation of Indian heritage are initiated to showcase global manuscript
heritage, facilitated through public lectures, seminars, and events. ¢ qIgIcTaT
was offered to Masters’ students of the university in which skill is provided to
read the manuscripts and translated to local language. Some of the sanskrit

manuscripts are converted into hindi. Research or analysis of what the original
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text of a doubtful part of a literary work is done.

Our Collaborators:

Research for Resurgence Foundation (RFRF), Nagpur Maharashtra. The support

will be provided in implementation of Indian knowledge system courses for NEP-

2020, implementation and development of national level museum. Dr. Bhujang

R. Bobade, Director RFRF, BSN Nagpur has conducted seminars and sensitize

the students and faculty for discovery of Bhartiya Heritage, Civil architecture

such as stupa, archaeological heritage, caves, temples, paintings and need of

research to establish India as oldest civilization and Vishva Guru.

Our Collections:

1.

1413 ancient and rare handwritten manuscripts ranging from 7th and
8th centuries.

Manuscripts inscribed on palm leaves and birch leaves for subjects like
astrology, medicine, mathematics, music, history, politics, devotion,
literature, linguistics, religion etc.

Govindashtak written in Sanskrit language by Shankaracharya in the year
1600.

Verses of Nandadas, Verses of Surdas, Krishnadas, Chaturbhujdas,
Chhitswami, Bhaktamal of Nabhaji, are also preserved here.

Copies of horoscopes of Giridhar Kavirai.

There is a collection of oil paintings-16 and ancient maps-03.

Maps of the buildings of Agra during Shahjahan period and the buildings
built on both the banks of Yamuna.

There is a picture of the description of Baharmasa.

Gold-2, Silver-7 and Bronze-19 currencies of Mughal and Kanishka

periods.

4| Page




Figure: Hon’ble Chancellor and Governor of Uttar
Pradesh Smt. Anandi Ben Patel observing heritage

available at University.
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Figure: Manuscript of Astrological Mathematics related to
Jain Dharma with pictorial representation creation period

1638 vikram samvat

5|Page




Mo

an 2 ¢ |-‘
R air £ A

&) ewwy
-

Figure : dTs9 of Surya Upasana and Nachiketa ki Katha

Manuscript Name: Masnavi Collection No. 47
Creation period: 1199 Islamic Year, Persian script,
Creator: Mir Hasan
Image/Language: 32 colored, Persian
Subject: Muslim love poetry
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Handwriting Name: Shalihotra
Creation period: 1800 Vikram Samvat
Creator: Shri Gopal Ram, Image/Language: 70 Images/Modi
Subject matter: Description of different species of horses and their
diseases and treatments.

Name of the manuscript: Bahurup Garbha , Lakshmi Narayan
Yantra, Dwar Puja Manuscript
Period of composition: The oldest manuscript of the unknown
Bhojapatra collection
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Handwriting Name: Vani Collection No. 992
Creation period: 1762 Vikram Samvat
Creator: Devotee of Bhakti period Kabir
Image/Language: Hindi/Devanagari
Subject: Sant Vani Collection

Name of Manuscript: Chandayaan Collection No. 983
Creation period: 1678 vikram samvat (original composition
1379 AD) Creator: Mulla Daud Image/Language: Awadhi
Subject: Love poetry
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Handwriting Name: Shrimad Bhagwat Dasham Skandh
Creation period: 1718 Sawant Creator: Shri Goviranand
Pictures/Language: 76 pictures Subject: Shri Krishna Charitra

Maps of the buildings of Agra during Shahjahan period and the
buildings built on both the banks of Yamuna near about 500
years old
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Preserved Painting
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Preserved Painting
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Few coins preserved in the university.
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Workshop on preservation of manuscripts

The institute has organized a workshop on preservation of manuscripts during
November 22-26, 2022. Sh. Amit Singh Rana skilled preservator of parth
restoration, Kanpur was the trainer.

Process of Chemical Preservation
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Dr. Bhujang Ramrao Bobade, Director,
Knowledge Resource Centre Research For

Resurgence Foundation, Nagpur who delivered

lecture on Manuscripts.
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Bhobhade, Director RFRF Addressing Faculty and

Students
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International Visitors

Director KMI welcoming Russian Delegates Dr.
llya Vinogradov and Dr. Anna Harlanova,
Journalist and writer from Murmonsk, Russia
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Dr. Indra Gajiava, Rasian State Dr. Miki Nishioka, Osaka
University, Moscow University, Japan

Dr. Tanuja Padarath, Dr. Dharm Yas S. Acharya,
Mahatma Gandhi Institute, President Dharm Sthapana
Mauritius Foundation, Indonesia
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Mol is signed during a conference between Br. Bhimrao
University, Agra -Prof. Pradeep Shridhar, Director KMI
and Anita Kapoor, President Global Hindi Jyoti, California,

America

" Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Uniy
Association of Indian 1 .
Association internationale ¢

Bureou du Guél
interuniversitoire sy

Welcoming Mr. Francis Paradis, Director Bureau
Quebec in an International Conference organized at
the Institute
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Vice Chancellor of Moscow state institute of international
Dr.Eger Putinisht relation and officer of Russian embassy Mikhyl
Antasiferob visited the institute and get notice to the research
centre
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Subjectwise no of manuscripts

S.R. Subject No. of Content
Manuscripts
Available

1. Astrology 150 Kundali Vichar, Swrodaya-Sidhdhant-pad, Tantra-

(Jyotish) Mantra, Shakun, Pakshi Vichar, Ramal, Shighrabodh
Grahodaya, RashiFal, Mantra Shashtra, Chamatkar
Chintamani, Jyotish Shashtra, Parashari Tika,
Ganmantra Brand Satsai, Turki Sugnawali,
Horadhyaya etc.

2. Medicine 27 Vaidhyak saar, Vaidhya Jivan, Kaal Gyan Saar,
(Chikitsa) Swasthy Pustika, Rog-Nishchay, Vaidhya Ratna,

Chikitsajan, Dillgan Chikista etc.

3. History 25 Khyat-Jodhpur ke Rajaon se sambandhit Rathoron ki

(Itihas) Vidhi, Chakta ki Patshahi, Shomal Stuti, Taimur Shah
Samarkand ki Varta, Kutubbuddin Shahajada ki
Vatra, Sikhon ka lItihas, Itihas Sar Samuchcya etc.

4, Politics 19 Rajniti Shashta, Chanakya Neeti, Rajniti ke Kavitt,
(Rajniti Laghu Chanakya etc.

Shashtara)

5 10 Devnagri, Sharda, Mori, Udiya, Bangla, Gurumukhi
Script (Lipi) & Nastalik.

6. Language 200 Sanskrit, Bangla, Udiya, Rajsthani, Hindi, Urdu, Farsi,
(Bhashayen) Panjabi, Pingal, Prakrat, Braj, Apbransh etc.

7. Literature & 392 Sahitya, Ras, Alankar, Raas, Dhatu Sangrah,
Linguistics Vyakran, Katha, Kosh Charitra, Barahmasa,

Shrangrari Kaviyon tatha Anya Prachin Kaviyon ka
Sahitya etc.

8. Devotional 278 Ved, Gyan, Vairagya, Bhagwat, Sant-Sahitya, Vani
Literature etc,

(Bhakti Sahitya)

9. Painted 40 Manasvi, Sarang, sada Vrakshya ke 47 Chitra,
Handwriting Shalihotra 70 Chitra Sahit, Swarn Mandit Vinay
(Chitrit Patrika, Kshetra Samas, Ras Tarangini, Bhagwat
Hastlekh) Ekadash Skandh 76 Chitra, Sikhon ke Riyasati Rajaon

ke Chitra, Diwaan Jagi Sachitra etc.

19. Maths 10 Kshetra Samas, Ganit Nammala, Ganitlekh or Kavitt
(Ganit) etc

20. Music 10 Sangeet Darpan, Sangeet Ratnakar etc
(Sangeet)

21. Religion 240 Hindu, Jain, Sikh etc
(Dharm)

22. Painting 12 1. Kavi Keshav Krat-Barahmase ke Chitra

2. Pabuji ka Chitrit Pat
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List of some important manuscripts
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